U.S. Application No. 10/529,919 

Response to Office Action dated April 5, 2007 



REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

The present amendment and remarks are in response to the Office Action 
dated April 5, 2007. Applicants have filed, herewith, a One Month Extension of 
Time. Claims 1-7 and 9-21 are active in the present application. Claims 1-7 and 9 
have been currently amended. Claim 8 has been canceled. New Claims 10-21 have 
been added. Minor grammatical amendments were made to Claims 1-5 as shown. 
Support for amended Claims 6 and 9 can be found on pages 20-21 of the specification. 
Support for amended Claim 7 can be found on pages 17-18 of the specification. 
Support for new Claims 10-13 can be found on page 19 of the specification. Support 
for new Claim 14 can be found on page 1 1 of the specification. Support for new 
Claims 15, 16, 19 and 21 can be found on pages 20-21 of the specification. Support 
for new Claims 17 and 18 can be found on page 19 of the specification. Support for 
new Claim 20 can be found on pages 19-20 of the specification. No new matter is 
believed to have been introduced by the amendments to the claims. 

Claim Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

The Examiner rejected Claims 1-9 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), as unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent 6,107,430 (hereinafter the '430 patent), U.S. Patent 5,525,659 
(hereinafter the '659 patent), U.S. Patent 6,756,447 (hereinafter the '447 patent), or 
International Publication No. WO 01/34719 (hereinafter the '719 publication). 
Applicants respectfully traverse for the following reasons. 

Applicants submit that none of the four cited references teaches of suggests the 
features of Claim 1, Claim 7, Claim 17 or Claim 20, and therefore none teaches or 
suggests the invention as claimed. 

The '430 patent is directed to hot melt adhesives comprising at least one 
homogeneous linear ethylene polymer, and an optional wax and tackifier (see 
abstract). This patent does not teach or suggest a composition comprising from 75 to 
99 weight percent, based on the total weight of the composition, of a thermoplastic 
olefin composition, as claimed in Claims 1 and 17, and from 1 to 25 weight percent, 
based on the total weight of the composition, of an extender, as claimed in Claim 1 
and Claim 17. Also, the '430 patent does not teach or suggest these features in 
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combination with the other features in Claim 1 or in Claim 17 (for example, see 
columns 5-7 and the experimental examples of Table EI of the '430 patent). In 
addition, the '430 patent does not teach or suggest the features of Claim 7 or the 
features of Claim 20 (again, see columns 5-7 and the experimental examples of Table 
III of the '430 patent). For at least these reasons, the '430 patent does not teach or 
suggest the invention as claimed. 

The '659 patent is directed to batch inclusion packages made from films and 
film structures, and wherein the films and film structures have at least one layer 
containing at least one substantially linear ethylene/a-olefin polymer (see abstract). 
The '659 patent discloses that the substantially linear ethylene/a-olefin polymers, used 
in the film of the batch inclusion packages, are preferably used as the only polymer 
components; however, other polymers can be blended and/or multilayered extruded, 
etc., with the substantially linear ethylene/a-olefin polymers, as disclosed, to modify 
the film processing, film stiffness, and other film properties (see column 6, lines 4- 
22). The '659 patent discloses that preferably the substantially linear ethylene/a- 
olefin copolymers comprise at least about 50 percent of the blend composition, more 
preferably at least about 80 percent of the blend composition, and more preferably the 
inner layer should consist essentially of at least one substantially linear ethylene/a- 
olefin polymer (see column 6, lines 22-28). The '659 patent desires compositions that 
contain a majority amount of at least one substantially linear ethylene/a-olefin 
polymer. Therefore, for at least these reasons, the '659 patent does not teach or 
suggest the features of Claims 1,7, 17 and 20, and does not teach or suggest the 
invention as claimed. 

The '447 patent is directed to a flame-retardant polymer composition which 
contains (a) a crystalline propylene homopolymer or copolymer; (b) a copolymer of 
ethylene with at least one alpha-olefin having from 4 to 12 carbon atoms, and 
optionally with a diene; and (c) a flame-retardant inorganic filler (see abstract). The 
'447 patent discloses that the ethylene/alpha-olefin or ethylene/alpha-olefin/diene 
copolymer (b) is present, in admixture, with the crystalline propylene homopolymer or 
copolymer (a), in a predetermined amount, such as to make the resulting polymer 
mixture sufficiently flexible, and in particular to give it an elongation at break value, 
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measured according to CEI standard 20-34, § 5.1, of at least 100 percent, preferably of 
at least 200 percent, and a 20 percent modulus value, measured according to CEI 
standard 20-34, § 5.1, of less than 10 MPa, preferably less than 7 MPa (see column 4, 
lines 47-57). This patent also discloses that these characteristics are obtainable using 
mixtures comprising from 10 to 60 percent, preferably from 15 to 50 percent, by 
weight, of crystalline propylene homopolymer or copolymer (a), and from 40 to 90 
percent, preferably from 50 to 85 percent, by weight, of ethylene/alpha-olefin or 
ethylene/alpha-olefin/diene copolymer (b); the percentages being relative to the total 
weight of the polymeric components (a) and (b) (see column 4, lines 58-64; and Table 
2). Thus, the '447 patent teaches away from a composition containing less than 40 
weight percent of ethylene/alpha-olefin or ethylene/alpha-olefin/diene copolymer (b), 
relative to the total weight of the polymeric components (a) and (b). Thus for at least 
the above reasons, the '447 patent does not teach or suggest the features of Claims 1, 
7, 17 and 20, and does not teach or suggest the invention as claimed. 

The '719 publication is directed to hot melt adhesives, and a method of using 
them in bookbinding at low application temperature. The hot melt adhesives 
comprise at least one homogeneous linear or substantially linear ethylene/a-olefin 
interpolymer, optionally, at least one block copolymer, at least one tackifying resin, 
optionally, at least one plasticizer, and optionally, at least one additive and/or wax 
(see abstract). This publication does not teach or suggest a composition comprising 
from 75 to 99 weight percent, based on the total weight of the composition, of a 
thermoplastic olefin composition, as claimed in Claims 1 and 17, and from 1 to 25 
weight percent, based on the total weight of the composition, of an extender, as 
claimed in Claim 1 and Claim 17. Also, the '719 publication does not teach or 
suggest these features in combination with the other features in Claim 10 or in Claim 
17 (for example, see pages 24-29 of the '719 publication). In addition, the '719 
publication does not teach or suggest the features of Claim 7 or the features of Claim 
20 (again, see pages 24-29 of the '719 publication). For at least these reasons, the 
'719 publication does not teach or suggest the invention as claimed. 
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Applicants respectfully submit that the present amendment is now in condition 
for allowance, and request early notice of such action. If further issues remain, 
Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner call Applicants' undersigned 
representative. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: August 6, 2007 

P. O. Box 1967 
Midland, MI 48641-1967 

JMT/smm 



/Jane M. Terry/ 
Jane M. Terry 
Registration No. 53,682 
Phone: 979-238-3424 
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